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Bienvenidos! It is with great pleasure that 
we welcome you to the TASIS Spanish 
Summer Program (TSSP), a part of the 
proud tradition of academic excellence 
that TASIS has been offering students in 
Europe since 1956.

By joining our Program, you will broaden 
your linguistic and cultural horizons in a 
very stimulating and enjoyable way. Your 
speaking, reading, writing, and listening 
skills will improve as you come into daily 
contact with native speakers, travel to 
the most beautiful cities in Spain, and 
participate in a wide range of cultural 
activities.

As we commence our 25th summer, TSSP 
builds on many years of experience as 
the most renowned intensive boarding 
Spanish program in Spain for high school 
students. The opportunity to develop 
Spanish language skills while discovering 

Spain as a student rather than as a 
tourist provides an incomparable 
educational experience. 

In this brochure you will find more 
detailed information about every aspect 
of the TASIS Spanish Summer Program. 
The success of the Program is largely due 
to our dedicated, enthusiastic faculty and 
motivated, adventuresome students who 
create a caring, family-style community. 
We hope that you decide to take part 
in this exciting opportunity, and we 
look forward to welcoming you to an 
educationally rewarding and enriching 
summer experience in Spain.

Sincerely,

Chris Tragas,  Director

The DirecTor
Chris Tragas: B.A., Dip. Ed. McGill University; M.A., 
LaVerne University. Chris is the High School Principal 
of TASIS Hellenic International School in Athens, 
Greece, where he has worked since 1979. Chris was 
the Academic Director for the TASIS Summer Language 
Program in Lugano, Switzerland, for eight years prior to 
taking on responsibility as Director of the TASIS Spanish 
Summer Program in Spain. His broad international 
educational experience in Canada and Europe, fluency 
in four languages, and strong administrative skills make 
him an ideal director of the Program.

Teaching STaff
All teachers have Bachelor of Arts degrees (in Linguistics, 
Literature, History, etc.), and they are all specialists in 
teaching Spanish-as-a-Second Language, either with 
teacher training courses or Master’s degrees. They make 
up a young and dynamic team with wide experience 
and enthusiasm for working with high school students.  
All classes are conducted in Spanish and are taught by 
teachers who have experience in American education in 
the USA and/or abroad.
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Dear StuDentS anD ParentS,
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makes full use of a beautifully restored 14th-century 
convent which contains classrooms, a vaulted dining 
room, a student lounge, an interior courtyard and the 
student and faculty residence. The off-campus sports 
facilities include a swimming pool, a fitness center, 
tennis courts, volleyball and basketball courts, soccer 
fields, and ample green space for running and jogging.

The final week of the Program is spent in a beautiful 
resort in Torremolinos on the Costa del Sol in southern 
Spain. The luxury resort includes faculty and student 
housing, classrooms, and a swimming pool, as well as 
sports facilities and immediate access to the beach.
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is quite simply the perfect place to study Spanish in 
the summer. This vibrant, exciting city, with its graceful 
sandstone buildings, is one of the most beautiful in 
all Europe. A learning center since the Middle Ages, 
located two hours northwest of Madrid in the historic 
Kingdom of Castile, its 13th century university is one 
of the oldest and most prestigious in the world. 

With its three universities, two cathedrals, and Plaza 
Mayor, one of Europe’s most attractive main squares, 
Salamanca was declared a World Heritage City by 
UNESCO in 1988 and was the European City of Culture 
in 2002. The Program’s ideal location in the historic 
center enables students to become immersed in the 
rich cultural and social life of this magnificent city.

Salamanca the Program
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the Program is designed to offer intensive Spanish for 
approximately 75 high school students, ages 14-17. 
TSSP offers rigorous Spanish courses which follow the 
traditional independent American school curriculum.  
Students are grouped from beginning to advanced levels 
according to their proficiency as determined by previous 
experience and a placement test.

Weekends are dedicated to guided city tours, field trips, and excursions. NB: The Director of the Program reserves the right to make modifications to the daily schedule, academic 
program, excursions, afternoon sports, and cultural activities as circumstances or unforeseeable events demand.
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Monday - Friday	

8	 .00	am					 Wake	up	call

8	 .30		-	9	 .00	am	 	Breakfast

9	 .00			-1	 .00	pm	 	Language	classes,	one	Language-in-Life	outing/activity,	
and	a	40-minute	morning	break

1	 .00		-	2	 .00	pm	 	Lunch

2	 .00		-	3	 .00	pm	 	Class

3	 .00		-	3	 .30	pm	 	General	meeting	of	students	and	faculty	/	Rest	time

3	 .30		-	6	 .30	pm	 	Sports	&	Activities	(soccer,	fitness,	aerobics,	jogging,	tennis,	
basketball,	swimming,	flamenco	dancing)												

7	 .00	-	8	 .00	pm	 Supervised	study	hall

8.	00	-	9.00	pm	 Dinner

9.00	-	10.00	pm	 Mondays	to	Thursdays:	Cultural	Activity	
(Spanish	dancing,	singing	and	music,	
Spanish	drama	and	story-telling,	and	
Spanish	cooking

10	 .00	-	11.30	pm	 Free	Time	
(Fridays	only:		9.00	pm	-	11.30	pm)

11	 .30	pm	 	Dormitory	check-in

11	 .45	pm	 	Lights	out	
(Saturday	only:	12.15	am)

FounDeD in �983,
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The daily schedule includes four language classes and one 
Language-in-Life activity. There is an average of 12 students 
per class, and all classes are conducted entirely in Spanish. 
Students are encouraged to speak Spanish at all times 
and to take advantage of Salamanca as a living language 
laboratory to help develop fluency. Participating directly in 
Spanish life gives meaning and purpose to the classes as 
students practice what they learn in the classroom.



SPaniSh i
For the beginning student the goals and objectives are to:

 gain extensive practice in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing

  become knowledgeable about Spanish culture, daily life, 
and customs

 ask and answer simple questions

 speak the language (with a limited vocabulary) with 
acceptable pronunciation

 take dictation and write on specific themes

 manipulate simple grammatical structures

SPaniSh ii
This level is for students who already 
have a basic foundation in oral and 
reading comprehension. The students 
engage in conversations by reviewing 
themes studied, and they increase their 
writing and reading skills as they start 
to develop fluency.

SPaniSh iii
This course strengthens and improves 
students’ speaking and writing skills 
through extensive study and practice of 
more complex grammatical structures, 
acquisition of new vocabulary, and 
greater awareness of the culture of the 
host country.

SPaniSh iV
This level completes the acquisition of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills through conversation, oral drills, 
grammar practice, essay writing, and 
comprehension exercises. It also provides 
an introduction to Spanish literature.

SPaniSh V-Vi
The objective of these levels is to increase 
the student’s fluency in the four language 
skills: speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing.  More complex grammatical 
concepts are reviewed and refined. 
Each student’s linguistic and cultural 
knowledge is strengthened through the 
study and thematic analysis of Spanish 
literary texts and constructive class 
discussions, thus further developing the 
student's critical thinking.
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All TSSP courses follow the traditional syllabi of independent 
American schools and are designed to cover the equivalent material 
of full academic year Spanish courses. The work is therefore 
demanding and the emphasis is on developing fluency in Spanish. 
More comprehensive course descriptions and syllabi are available 
upon request and are sent home with the official grade comment at 
the end of the Program.
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SPain’S rich cultural heritage
is explored through course-related excursions. On-site lectures and Spanish language learning 
continue as the students travel to such memorable places as:

 Avila – a well-preserved, medieval walled town

 Madrid – the capital city and home of the incomparable El Prado Museum

 Segovia – a medieval city nestled among the foothills of the Sierra  de    
Guardarrama

  La Alberca – a picturesque mountain village known for its arts and crafts

 Toledo – a beautiful walled city and home of the famous painter El Greco

 Granada – a beautiful Andalucian city once a stronghold of the Arab rulers

 Daily excursions to beautiful Marbella, Puerto Banus, Mijas, and the caves of Nerja take 
place during the final week on the Costa del Sol.
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EvEning activitiEs 
Shopping for souvenirs,  attending Spanish movies, 
dining in tapas restaurants, dancing with friends at 
nearby discos, and strolling through the floodlit Plaza 
Mayor to enjoy the sights and sounds of the Spanish 
people.

Through a series of presentations and lectures,  students 
are given a broad overview of Spanish civilization and 
art history to better appreciate the architecture and art 
treasures visited during the many excursions. 
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the hiStoric town oF Salamanca
becomes the classroom. As part of the academic day, students use what they learn in class in real 
life situations by participating in activities such as:

  visiting open-air markets, art galleries, museums, churches, banks, the post office, the tourist 
bureau 

 interviewing local people      

 ordering and enjoying a delicious variety of tapas

 going on scavenger hunts

 attending cooking demonstrations of traditional Spanish dishes

 sharing churros y chocolate in the Plaza Mayor

 learning flamenco dancing and traditional Spanish songs
�� ��



complements the rigorous academic program and provides a range of recreational sports and 
activities during the afternoon.

In Salamanca, the options include: 

• Flamenco Dancing: The program is enriched with authentic Flamenco dancing lessons from 
professional dancers. Classes will take place twice a week in the afternoon instead of sports. 
• Sports: swimming, fitness, aerobics, tennis, basketball, jogging, soccer, and ultimate frisbee. 

On the Costa del Sol, students take full advantage of the close proximity of the beach.

one academic credit in Spanish provided that they make satisfactory academic progress during the 
course, pass a final examination, and fulfill all the requirements set by the Program. TASIS provides 
a diploma and a grade report to students and makes the course syllabus available to schools that 
request it for credit purposes.

TSSP has a successful record in having credits accepted, but it is ultimately the decision of the 
student’s home school to grant credit. Therefore, students seeking credit should confirm the 
requirements of their own schools prior to enrollment in TSSP.
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the SPortS & actiVitieS Program StuDentS may earn
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arriVal inFormation/airline 
ticketS
Students booking their tickets should book a ticket for Madrid, with their return segment to leave 
from Malaga Airport on the Costa del Sol, and connect to their overseas flight from Madrid Airport. All 
students should arrive at Barajas Airport in Madrid on the the official opening day of the program, as 
set out in the application form, prior to 1pm.

The Program will provide courtesy transport to all students arriving prior to 1 pm. With prior notice, 
alternative travel arrangements to campus can by made at an extra expense for students.

orientation
The students are divided into small groups and attend an orientation session which is geared to 
building a sense of community, to help students get to know each other, and to learn relevant 
information about all the different aspects of the Program. Since the first week away from home in a 
foreign country is always the most challenging, it is highly recommended that all students arrive at the 
start of the Program to participate in these activities.

DeParture
On departure, students and faculty will fly from Malaga Airport on the Costa del Sol to Madrid Airport 
and connect with their international flight. Students leaving before the end of the program are 
financially responsible for their own transportation to the airport.

curFew
Since meals are served in Spain much later than in most other countries, the concept of "early night" 
in Spain has a different meaning than in the USA. Early night in Spain means from late afternoon until 

midnight. We believe that Salamanca is a safe and friendly city for high school students; however, 
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to ensure further safety, reasonable curfew hours are established, and no student in our Program is 
allowed to go out after dark unless accompanied by a friend or teacher.

PaSSPortS/ViSaS/VaccinationS
All students must be in possession of a valid passport and return ticket. Students who need a visa for 
Spain must obtain a TOURIST VISA in the country of their origin. A visa is not required for Americans 
with a US passport valid for a minimum of six months from arrival. Vaccinations are not required for 
entry into Spain.

iD carDS
We issue student identification cards. These cards can also be used at the local bank rather than 
passports for currency exchanges. Please arrange for your child to bring two passport-sized color 
photographs. It is important that students have these photographs upon arrival so that staff can issue ID 
cards immediately. 

Pocket money
Each student should have an allowance for snacks, restaurant meals, toiletries, and personal expenses. 
All school supplies are provided by TASIS.  Parents are free to give their children the amount of money 
they consider appropriate, but as a guideline, $100 (USD) per week is recommended. This money 
should be given to the students in the form of traveler’s checks, or they can use an ATM card. The 
currency of Spain is the Euro.

mealS
Meals are served cafeteria-style in the dining room or in the courtyard. A varied menu is provided with 
several options available, including typical Spanish cuisine, a vegetarian option, a sandwich and salad 
bar, and fresh fruit. On excursions, students enjoy meals at local restaurants which are known for their 
specialties.
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ViSitorS
Parents and guardians may visit a student on campus 
at any point, preferably during the weekday afternoons. 
However, they should call beforehand and inform the 
Director of their intended visit.

StuDent mail
During the Program, please address mail as follows:

Salamanca:
Student’s name

TASIS Spanish Summer Program
Calle Reina 8-10
37001 Salamanca, SPAIN
Tel/Fax: +34 923 21 42 59

Costa del Sol:
Student’s name
TASIS Spanish Summer Program
Hotel Sol Principe/Principito 
Paseo Colorado 26-29620
Torremolinos, Malaga
Tel: +34 95 238 4100
Fax: +34 95 238 8075
www.solmelia.es

telePhone callS 
We  ask that parents pre-arrange specific times to call 
their children or suggest that students call their parents 
as they cannot always be located immediately. There 

are computers on campus and students can access their 
e-mail. There are also several internet cafés in the town.

roommateS
All the rooms in Salamanca are individual, therefore 
requests for rooming with friends cannot be honored. On 
the Costa del Sol, students are housed in double rooms 
and may have roommates of their choice.

linen anD launDry
Bed linen and towels are provided, as well as a personal 
laundry service. Please identify all clothing items with a 
number or name.

what to bring
As students travel extensively, we strongly recommend 
that they not bring large or heavy suitcases or more 
luggage than they can comfortably carry.  It is important 
that students travel lightly and remember that they may 
need extra space for souvenirs and presents. Electric 
current in Spain is 220 volts, 50 cycles AC.  A transformer 
is necessary to change the current on American electrical 
appliances. Please bring cool, lightweight clothes. 
Salamanca summers are very pleasant, dry, and hot, but 
sometimes cool at night and in the mornings; therefore 
we recommend that our students bring a light jacket or 
sweater. A suggested clothing list will be supplied after 
confirmation of enrollment.             

 Endangers a student’s health or the health, 
welfare, and safety of the community;

 Interferes with the privacy or rights of fellow 
students;

 Interferes with the property or possessions of 
others;

 Does not contribute to the spirit of harmony and 
cooperation necessary for academic or personal 
accountability;

 Diminishes trust or respect for others;

 Violates the letter or spirit of the principles of the 
Program.

in addition:

 There are no boys allowed in girls’ dormitories and 
vice versa at any time.

 Students outside of the dormitory after check-in 
will be in serious violation of the Program’s rules.

 Smoking and the use of any substances or liquids 
that alter a student’s mental state, as well as theft, 
lying, cheating, or anti-social behavior of any kind 
are considered serious violations.

The TASIS Spanish Summer Program reserves the right 
to dismiss at any time a student who has proven to be 
an unsatisfactory member of the Program community. 
Parents will be required to withdraw the student and 
assume full financial responsibility for withdrawal. 
Infraction of the Program’s rules will result in disciplinary 
action.  A cooperative attitude on the part of each 
individual will make a positive, constructive community 
and a rewarding summer for all involved.

TSSP is a highly structured academic and culturally 
oriented summer program; however, within the structure 
of the Program we have built in some free time for 
our students to explore the city on their own, to go 
sightseeing, to eat out if they wish, and to go dancing 
with their friends at nearby discotheques during the 
evenings.

We believe that our students are our young ambassadors 
to Spain, and we expect them to behave in a manner 
which is both mature and responsible, both inside and 
outside the dormitories. Attendance at classes, meals, 
activities and meetings is mandatory.

exPectationS
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In general, students are expected to adhere to the accepted standard of morality and good citizenship. The Director and 
faculty do not expect that students will do anything that:
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Director of Summer Admissions
TASIS The American School in England
Coldharbour Lane
Thorpe, Surrey  TW20 8TE, England
Tel: +44 1932 565252
Fax:  +44 1932 564644
e-mail: uksummer@tasisengland.org

The TASIS Summer Programs
1640 Wisconsin Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20007, USA
Tel: +1 202 965 5800
 +1 800 422 6005 
Fax:  +1 202 965 5816
e-mail: usadmissions@tasis.com

TASIS Summer ProgrAmS Switzerland

The TASIS SUMMER PROGRAM (TSP, ages 14–18) offers 4- and 3-week 
language courses in French, Italian, and English-as-a-Second Language, as 
well as a TOEFL Review course, second session only. An Italian homestay is 
optional for students studying Italian. Courses in Art History, Engineering, 
Painting, and a Photography Workshop are also offered. Based on the 
campus of The American School in Switzerland overlooking Lake Lugano, 
TSP attracts students from all over the world. The program includes 
sports, activities, and weekend excursions in Switzerland and Italy to such 
destinations as Milan, Verona, Lucerne, and Interlaken. All courses include 
frequent class-related excursions.

LE CHÂTEAU DES ENFANTS (CDE, ages 6–10) is an international summer 
camp of learning and fun. Located on the Lugano campus, with its own 
separate living and dining facilities and swimming pool, CDE teaches French 
and English through lessons, games, activities, sports, music, and art. The 
close-knit, caring, family-style community is specifically tailored to younger 
children.

The MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM (MSP, ages 11–13) offers English-as-
a-Second Language and French and is designed to challenge students 
academically and socially during this special transitional age. The program 
is enriched by activities and excursions to provide students with a valuable 
and enjoyable language learning experience. MSP students can choose from 
workshops in Art, Sports, Tennis, or Music and Drama, in which students 
prepare a musical production performed at the end of each session.

The TASIS FRENCH LANGUAGE PROGRAM (TFLP, ages 13–17) is a 4-week 
course located in Château d’Oex, an idyllic French-speaking alpine village. 
The program offers students intensive French language instruction in a 
picture-postcard setting, along with sports, activities, and interesting 
weekend excursions. Extensive alpine activities and traditional sports are 
offered daily, as well as intensive tennis, which is an optional extra. All 
students may participate in an optional fifth week of travel to Nice, on the 
French Riviera.

TASIS SchoolS 

TASIS The American School in Switzerland offers 
a challenging college-preparatory academic year 
program on its Lugano campus to day students 
Pre-K–13 and boarding students grades 7–13.  
With over 50 nationalities, TASIS takes advantage 
of its location in the heart of Europe to provide 
an outstanding educational program with an 
international dimension. In addition to a strong 
American college-preparatory program, the School 
offers the International Baccalaureate, Advanced 
Placement, and ESL courses, along with many travel 
opportunities. A winter highlight is the annual 
January Ski Week, when students and teachers 
relocate for skiing, snowboarding, and ice-skating 
to Crans-Montana, Switzerland.

TASIS The American School in England, 
frequently cited as the premier American school 
in the UK, offers an American college-preparatory 
curriculum to day students from Pre-K–13 and to 
boarding students grades 9–13. Located 18 miles 
southwest of London on a beautiful 40-acre estate 
of Georgian mansions and 17th-century cottages, 
TASIS England combines an excellent academic 
program with exceptional facilities for art, drama, 
music, computers, and sports. TASIS also offers 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma, a full ESL 
course of study, and Advanced Placement courses 
in all disciplines. The School makes full use of its 
proximity to London, the cultural capital of the 
English-speaking world.

TASIS Dorado is a coeducational day 
school with English as its language 
of instruction in Pre-Kindergarten 
through the Eighth Grade. Located 
in Puerto Rico, it offers a top-quality 
academic program within the most 
modern physical facilities and 
attractive natural surroundings. The 
School will continue to add a new 
grade each year until reaching the 
Twelfth Grade, with a total capacity of  
800 students.

England
The TASIS ENGLAND SUMMER 
SCHOOL (TESS, ages 12–18) located 
on the TASIS 40-acre campus 18 miles 
from London, offers 6-week courses 
in English Literature & Composition/
IB Prep, Middle/High School Skills, 
Algebra I/II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, 
Biology/IB Prep, Chemistry/IB Prep, 
Economics/International Business. 
Other classes include: Archaeology & 
Architecture, ShakespeareXperience, 
Theatre in London, Lights, Camera, 
Action, Movie Animation, Art Portfolio, 
Reading for Success, British Rock 
Invasion, Journalism, and SAT Review. 

The TASIS ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM (TELP, ages 12–18) runs 
concurrently and offers 4- and 3-week intensive English language courses 
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels, in addition to a TOEFL 
Review course. This program is accredited by the British Council.

Both programs include a wide variety of sports and activities, which take 
place every afternoon. There are weekend trips and excursions to places of 
interest throughout Great Britain, including Windsor, Oxford, Cambridge, 
Edinburgh, and Bath, as well as central London. The programs end with a 
riverboat cruise and dance along the Thames with the historic buildings of 
London floodlit in the background.

France

LES TAPIES ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM (ages 14–18) offers 
an intensive 3-week design and cultural experience through a hands-
on study of French vernacular architecture and the functional/aesthetic 
relationship it shares with the landscape. The program is designed 
for mature students who have a strong interest in the arts or who are 
considering a career in architecture, art, or design. Les Tapies’ ideal 
location just north of Provence provides extensive opportunities for 
excursions which draw on the cultural richness of this fascinating area. 
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